
Overview: Business visas
Visitors to China for the purposes of business 
are required to apply for a business visitor visa. 
The regulations regarding the current Exit-
Entry Administration Law became effective as 
of September 1, 2013. 

Visa types
M Visa
Summary: The M Visa allows entry to China 
for the purposes of commercial and trade 
activities. It is intended to facilitate short-term 
business travel to China.

Maximum stay: The M Visa allows for a 
maximum stay of six months.

Typical processing time: Varies according 
to the applicant’s citizenship and Consulate. 

Activities permitted as a business visitor 
include:
•	 Attending	business	opportunities	

exploration meetings or negotiations with 
potential business partners. Attending 
business conferences as an audience

•	 Explore	business	opportunities	on	behalf	
of the overseas employer

The purpose of this 
Immigration Country Brief 
is to serve as a resource and 
provide a general overview of 
the immigration requirements 
related to business visitors and 
employment authorization 
in China. The information 
contained in this document 
is provided as a resource 
only and should not be 
construed as legal advice. If 
you have any further enquiries 
regarding the applicability 
of this information, please 
contact Crown’s Immigration 
Manager, Asia.

•	 The	duration	of	the	business	or	commerce	
activities must be less than 90 days within 
a calendar year

Overview: Employment 
authorization
Foreign nationals who wish to work or 
undertake gainful employment in China are 
required to obtain work authorization. 

Work permit types
Z Visa
Summary: The Z Visa is a working visa 
issued to foreign nationals who will carry 
out work activities in China under a China 
entity’s employment sponsorship. The Z visa 
is granted for those who have secured an 
Employment License and a Business Invitation 
Letter from the related authorities in China. 
The visa is usually granted for single entry for 
30 days. Within 30 days of entry, the Z visa 
holder must complete the post arrival process 
to convert the visa to a Work Permit and a 
Residence Permit. Employment can commence 
upon work permit issurance. 

Maximum stay: Typically, the Work Permit 
and the Residence Permit would be granted 
for 2 years to the maximum.

Processing time: Approximately five weeks 
before entry to China followed by a one-week 
entry visa application at the Chinese consulate 
at home. An additional three weeks post-
arrival before entire process is completed.

Dependents: Dependents (spouse, parent, 
parent-in-law, children 18 years old or 
younger) can accompany the principal applicant 
in dependent immigration status. Children 18 
years old or younger can study on dependent 
immigration status. Work permission is not 
granted to dependents. 

Limitation or special requirements: 
Dependents granted over six months of stay 
must register for a Residence Permit within 30 
days of entry into China. 
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